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Biliqo-Bulesa Community Conservancy

Rejoinder To Waso paralegal Network Statement on the Baseless Accusation
They have made On Carbon offset Project.

Biligo- Bulesa Community members Held Meeting on Eight, April, 2023 at Bulesa
to Respond to Waso Paralegal Network and Underneath is point outline.

1. The first aspect we will like to comment is to refute baseless and
unfounded allegation that mobile team and rangers killed innocent herders
to displaced local herders from Chari Rangeland, allegation level by
paralegal network against conservancy and NRT. Conservancy Rangers
working closely with Mobile team in monitoring wildlife and recovering
stolen livestock. No single day they have killed Borana innocent herders as
alleged, in addition, they were coded as NPR which means they must
account to police with any bullet fired and moreover no single occurrence
book recorded with nearest police station that rangers and mobile team
killed innocent herders. As a result, no evidence to support this allegation
has ever been given, and if it has, we request the Waso Paralegal Network
to provide us with "undoctored" proof of action.

2. The paralegal network who wrote letter on Behalf of the Biligo-Bulesa
Conservancy Members, their names were scrutinized by over 300 Biligo-Bulesa
community members who attended meeting and confirmed that none of them
were members of Biligo-Bulesa conservancy and therefore, they don’t have
mandate to write letter and speak on behalf of the Community. We (the
community) have never heard of the network, and none of our members or
leadership have been approached for verification of the allegations leveled
against the Conservancy or NRT. Furthermore, the network refers to the
recent report of Survival International, a group that we do not know and has
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never visited us, as well as the Oakland Institute report, which has also never

approached us, despite the fact that their report has been proven false.

3. Biligo Bulesa conservancy closely work with NRT in implementing
conservation work and transforming the live of community by initiating
various development program. In all development program implemented,
public participation was done in line with conservancy policy contrary to
what paralegal network claimed. In addition, management plan was
formulated clearly stipulating need of community in its strategic five years
plan. Conservancy conduct public participation and also follow
management plan in executing any development agenda and projects. The
Biligo Bulesa Conservancy management plan was been approved by the
community during AGMs. Projects rolled out in the Conservancy are
proposed, communicated and consented by the communities at the zonal
meetings and approved by the conservancy board. A declaration form is
signed by the conservancy manager to provide accountability of the project
to both the community and NRT. Once completed, the projects are handed
over to the communities for ownership. Some of the suscessful projects
include Dima Ado Water project and Biligo Health facility which have had
significant impact to the community.

4. Paralegal network claimed that there was no agreement and the funds
Audited report not shared with members of public. We can confirm that
agreement between conservancy and NRT exist and also agreement on
how the funds should be utilize exist and we are ready to serve to any
interested party. Biligo Bulesa Conservancy conducts annual audits, which
are available for scruitiny by the community, NRT and our donors.

5. Contrary to what paralegal network claimed on public participation, NRT
and conservancy did robust community awareness on the inception of
carbon funds, how conservancy earn carbon credit and how the funds
should be utilized for conservancy to continue to benefit from carbon fund
project. Community awareness forums among them AGMs and
participation lists have been documented.

6. NRT never disenfranchise traditional grazing model of governance as
purported by the paralegal network but rather NRT and Biligo-Bulesa



Conservancy work hand in hand with existing traditional Dedha mode of
grazing. Actually, in the Carbon fund agreement 20% of fund conservancy
received, it supports Dedha grazing committees in implementing Dedha
grazing work plan. The entire Detha elders are in support of the
Conservancy’s grazing plans.

NRT never frustrated Community land registrations bid but rather work
hand in hand with all relevant authority including Isiolo County
Government which is custodian of Community trust land in fast- tracking
community land registrations process and supporting local land
committee’s members in facilitating registration process. It is entirely the
role of the county government and the National Land Commission (NLC) in
registering community land as per the Community Land Act 2016. As at
now, our land is held in custody on behalf of the community by our county
government of Isiolo.

Biligo- Bulesa community conservancy is among 14 member’s
conservancies under carbon Project. Last year we received 36 million. In
line with Carbon fund disbursement agreement, 20million was allocated for
community development projects while 16 million computed in equal
measures between Rangeland and conservancy operation to support its
programs. Paralegal network team in their letter claimed that carbon funds
hasn’t help community and we will like to highlight the following project
done with carbon funds that transform the lives of community.

(1) Conservancy, in consultation with the Bulesa, Biliqo, Dhima Adho and
Biligo Marara community members committed 8 million in improving
Access to Water service in their respective village. In three centers (Bulesa,
Dhima Adho and Biligo Marara) funds invested in replacement of old pipe
line that has been wasting huge amount of water due to leakages. For
biligo we purchased modern generator that has capacity to pump water
from waso nyiro River to storage tank for human consumption. This
anchored well with vision 2030 where every household in Kenya should
have access to water by then. Conservancy partnering with NRT ensure the
vision will be achieved by ensuring villagers in Conservancy zones will
access fresh and clean water. The project will reduce significantly the



number of water users particularly women and girls exposed to dangerous
waso river habitant of crocodile in attempt to fetch water for their families.

8. (2) On educational infrastructure development, 4 million allocated for
school infrastructures development where 2.5 million and 1.5 million allocated
for Goda administration block and Awarsitu classroom respectively. Education
is key to development and future investment for the parents but over the years
school depicted poor academic performance due to lack of infrastructure
development. Construction of classroom open up avenues for students to
learn in conducive environs and preparing them for further studies after
completion. On the other hand, the parents’ burden of constructing classroom
reduced and their scarce resources directed to other school development.

8(3) Still on education, 3 million allocated for bursary to cushion parents
against the looming drought that weakened livestock and numerous
succumbed to drought. The timing was perfect, parents were stranded and
they didn't have alternative since livestock were weak but likely enough
conservancy prioritize the plight of parents and allocated bursary kitty for
Chari students. Pursued to that, 390 high school students got ksh 5000 each,
70 college students got ksh 8000 and 35 university got 12000 each.

8(4) From this year carbon fund, we allocated ksh 5 million to cushion
community members against looming hunger. According to community,
respond to hunger is immediate and highly priority since many households
struggle to put on table even one meal in day. In line with that 1830
households each received 15 kg of rice, 6 kg of maize flour and 2 litters of
cooking oil.

As indigenous community members of Biliqo-Bulesa Conservancy, we are bearing
brunt of unprecedented climate changes and Carbon fund help as to mitigate and
contain effect of climate change as indicated above, therefore we request
NETFLIX and other partners continue to transact business with NRT on Carbon
offset project.

Find the attached community members names, their id number and photos of
community members attending meeting.
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Figure 1 Community responds to Waso paralegal network meeting at Bulesa
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